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Testimony  and  evidence  adduced  bv Respondent Doan Coal  Company

Albert  Bloom,   testified that he  is employed by Doan Coal Company as
a  loader operator and was so employed on the day of  the accident.     He
confirmed  that he and the victim Dennis Alvatrona were co-workers and
on  the day of  the accident Mr.  Alvatrona was operating  the crusher near
the coal stock pile and Mr.   Bloom was operating a loader.     Mr.   Bloom
stated  that  ten minutes before  the blast he received notice of  this over
the company radio .installed in his loader.    He was called by  the dragline
operator,   and  told  to shut the equipment down.     Since  the crusher had no
radio he motioned and signaled Mr.  Alvatrona to shut  the crusher down.
The hand  signal he used  is a standard procedure which  everyone  understands.
He had used  them before and he believed Mr.  Alvatrona  understood them
and he shut   the crusher down.    After he shut down,  Mr.   Bloom observed
Mr.   Alvatrona heading in the direction of the scale house,   and he indicated
that he habitually spent most of his   time there  (Tr,   272-279).

Mr.   Bloom stated that it was company policy to warn employees of
impending blasts personally or over the radio.     He confirmed  that he heard
three airhorn blasts immediately before the blast on  the day  in question,
but it was his view that such warning sounds cannot be heard over the
noise of back-up alarms and loaders   (Tr.  281).

On cross-examination,  Mr.   Bloom stated  that he never saw Mr.  Alvatrona
or any other employees  inside the blast area prior to  the blast.     He had
no  idea as  to why anyone would walk into a blast area   "unless  it fascinated
you to watch it"   (Tr.   284).    Mr.  Bloom stated  that no barrier was on the
road  coming onto mine property,   that  he had never seen such a barrier
in the past,   and he did not believe it possible that Mr.  Alvatrona was
serving as a guard the day of the blast   (Tr.   286).     He confirmed that
five  to seven minutes,   and at most 10 minutes,   elapsed between  the.time
he received the radio information about the blast and  the actual blast
(Tr.   286).     He confirmed  that the "blow out" surprised him because there
was more fly rock than usual.    He had no contact with  the blaster prior
to  the shot,   and when he saw Mr. Martz driving into  the area he stopped
him and  told him to shut his  truck down by means of a hand signal,  and
this was before  the warning signals were sounded   (Tr.   288)..

.In response to further questions, Mr.  Bloom stated  that he stayed
inside his loader where it was parked and that he did not consider himself
to be in "danger.     Since he saw Mr,  Alvatrona heading for the scale house
he assumed  that is where he was  going and did not  speak to him further
(Tr.   291).     He believed he was safe,   and if he observed fly rock going
over him after the blast, he would not stay in the same location the
next   time a blast was fired   (Tr.   293).     Other similar shots had been
fired  the same day of the accident   (Tr.   294).     He had never known
Mr,   Alvatrona to go and observe shots in the past,  and he did not know
what he was  doing the day he was killed since "after he got passed a
a certain point  I couldn't see him"  (Tr.  296).
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